trying to cover all contingencies. ^ we ^^ *,. ~* "i 5 below, grantee reports have too often been collected without ever being reviewed.
AUDIENCES FOR EVALUATION FINDINGS
The discussion of different audiences for evaluation results that follows tries to indicate different information needs for each.    Two facts should be noted: there are important distinctions within broad classes of potential users or audiences,  and sponsors are sometimes but not always synonymous with primary audiences.     The latter fact means that the process of negotiating research questions and other substantive issues may have to involve a number of parties.
Primary Audiences for National Evaluations Executive Policy Staff
This category includes individuals with authority over resource allocations and the design of programs, most importantly, senior-level agency officials and their analytical staffs and budget examiners in the Office of Management and Budget  (OMB),    it is  rare,   if ever,   that these officials are waiting for evaluation study results in order to make up their minds on what policies to pursue or what programs to fund.    The weight of an evaluation may be slight in comparison to the constellation of interests and other   reasons for deciding one way or another, even in ways counter indicated by an evaluation study.
The temptations to misuse or not use the results  of evaluation studies are all too clear;   hence  the importance we place in this and other  chapters on the obligation of evaluators to release  findings independently of executive decision makers.    These temptations are also the reason  (as we indicated insuch questions as the trends in composition over time of students enrolled in education courses in colleges and universities ought to be routinely collected as useful and necessary background data on the future supply (over or under) of teachers.
